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WOLF CREEK - The developer of the controversial Village at Wolf
Creek is currently looking into the viability of an alternate
plan that would be friendlier to the environment and make the
village less visible.

The new alternate plan for the village, to be located near Wolf
Creek Ski Area, calls for a land exchange between developer B.J.
"Red" McCombs of Leavell-McCombs Joint Ventures and the Rio
Grande National Forest, and also includes a smaller first phase
of development, the village's growing with the ski area and
direct access from Highway 160.

The land exchange would involve the village trading 207 acres it
currently owns for 207 acres closer to the highway, but less
visible due to tree cover. The land exchange would also get the
development off delicate wetland areas, since the planned
village's location on such environmentally-sensitive areas has
been a sticking point between developers and various
environmental groups.

The new plan entails a first phase of 492 units, including one
hotel and five condo buildings, and a total of 1,700 units once
the development is completed. That number is down from the 2,200
units the past plans include.

The necessities of going through the approval processes of both
Congress and the United States Forest Service in order to green-
light the alternate plan could also involve the project taking
two to four more years than expected, but Clint Jones, a
representative for McCombs, said that, "Red might consider going
that route even though it's a longer process.”

Jones said that the village would pursue both simultaneously so
as to save time, but stressed, "Hopefully it would shorten the
time period, but that doesn't mean we're skipping any part of the
process."

The land exchange would be subject to a federally-mandated
appraisal process and would also undergo the review process of
the National Environmental Protection Act. Also, as part of the



new plan, an on-ramp and an off-ramp would be constructed for
motorists entering and exiting the village.

Either way, those involved with the village would like to know
which path they're taking within the next couple of months.



